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April 19 Tax Refund Run See details inside.   

May 18 Mille Miglia Buffalonia See details inside. 

 
June 1 Victor Sports Car & Vintage Auto Festival 

 

June 8  EuroCar Day Application and details inside. 
 
June 18-22 AROC National Convention 
 

July  TBA: We hope to join with the Fiat-Lancia club for an event. 
 

August  Frank Lloyd Wright theme drive. 

 

September  Vintage Races at Watkins Glen 

 

October  Fall Drive 

 

November Regular Meeting 

 

December Christmas Party    
 

Events in bold are chapter events. 
Other events are listed for informational purposes. 

 



THE DESIGNATED DRIVER                 WILL 
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So much happens in the Spring: itôs time to get the Alfa(s) ready 

for the driving season, taxes need to be prepared, the garden awakens, and the days get longer and warmer, finally. 

With so much going on, do you have time to join us for any of our next chapter events? 

 

Iôm trying to figure out what I really want done with my two Alfas. I want them both fixed up and available as daily 

drivers, but my work conditions might be changing for the less desirable. I still have an upstairs project that needs 

completing and the warmer months also mean I can enjoy my other hobby of riding bicycles. As you read last month, 

I feel my GTV6 deserves to be restored, but I want to drive it now. The Milano is a fun and practical car, but I enjoy 

the GTV6 a little more. The Milano would be easier to get in good running order since it has minimal rust, but it does 

have several small issues that need addressing. Thatôs why with the dynamics of my life Iôm making both cars 

available for sale for a short time. If they donôt sell, thatôll be okay since it means Iôll still have a couple of Alfas. 

 

It seems the people running Alfa have the same indecisive judgement as me. The new 8C Spider was shown at the 

Geneva Motor Show to lots of positive comments (price being the biggest negative comment). What a great way to 

debut a world car for Alfa. But then they debut their new car at the opposite end of the spectrum, the MiTo, through 

press releases just one week after the Geneva Motor Show! What were they thinking? You have a mass assemblage of 

media available at a well respected auto show and decide not to show the more important car. Huh? The official MiTo 

debut has been overdue, like Alfaôs US return. Why would you wait so long to show off your eagerly anticipated 

Mini -killer? As you can see in the pictures further into this newsletter, the MiTo has several 8C design cues also. A 

double debut would have been a great photo op that Alfa has now lost out on.  

 

Alfa Mi.To: World Premiere                 Alfa Romeo Press 

Release 

With the Mi.To, Alfa Romeo wishes to offer a new generation of Alfa aficionados the most compact sports 
car ever. 

An up-to-date and innovative car, a name redolent of history. The name Mi.To has great evocative 
resonance for Alfa Romeo, since it was chosen as a sign of a deep-seated link between the past and future 
of the brand: between Milan, the city of design that brought the car's style into being, and Turin, which will 
be responsible for its industrial production. A decision that highlights the brand's strong desire to 
consolidate its Milanese roots. 

The Mi.To is the first car to be built since the 8C Competizione, Alfa Romeo's icon of style and technology, 
from which it borrows certain characteristic traits: the particular shape of the unframed side windows, the 
three-lobed motif that distinguishes the front bumper, the shape of the headlights and the LED tail lights. 
The headlights and tail lights represent a distinctive personalised feature: a frame featuring different forms 
of material processing and colours to create an ultra-stylish eye-liner effect that underscores the car's style 
and aggression. 

The highly personal dashboard and seats ensure that the interior represents the ultimate expression of 
Italian style, welcoming yet sporty, with top-quality materials and the closest attention to detail. 

 



The greatest thought has also gone into defining the dimensions, which add up to a compact and dynamic 
shape: the Mi.To is 
4.06 metres long, 
1.44 metres high and 
1.72 metres wide. 

Style, design, and 
more: performance 
and technology must 
always be 
top-of-the-range in an 
Alfa Romeo. As all the 
brand's models, the 
Mi.To is able to 
appeal to the most 
demanding customers 
with its exciting 
driveability, 
determined partly to 
the Alfa DNA system. 
This control acts on the engine, brakes, steering, suspension and gearbox, allowing three different vehicle 
behaviour modes based on the driving style best suited to the situation or the customer's wishes: 
supersporting (Dynamic), town driving (Normal), maximum safety even in difficult grip conditions 
(All-Weather). Mi.To is the first car in its segment to offer such innovative technological content. 

Great performances are guaranteed by a range of 4 engines, all Turbo (petrol and diesel), that currently 
range from 90 hp up to 155 hp, with the range due to be extended by even higher power ratings. 

Performance and handling have been developed and optimised to offer maximum driving satisfaction in 
complete safety. The Mi.To offers true Alfa Romeo sporting ride, featuring contractive suspensions ï 
standard on all specifications and engines ï that considerably reduce roll and maximum active, passive 
and preventive safety: VDC stability system as standard and a vehicle structure that is already designed to 
obtain the top EuroNCAP rating in the future. 

The Alfa Mi.To will be introduced to the international press during June and will then be gradually 
introduced from July in all the major markets.        

 

Alfa 8C Spider, a global preview                               Alfa 

Romeo Press Release 

 Debuting at Geneva showroom is the captivating Alfa 8C Spider. Like the Alfa 8C Competizione, the Gran 
Turismo which received resounding global praise; the new "discovery" will be produced in a limited edition 
run of 500. Elaborated by the Centro Stile Alfa Romeo, the new car re-affirms the brand's excellence in this 
sector, as shown by some Spider's being regarded among the most beautiful cars in global automotive 
history. Cars such as the Giulietta Spider from the 50's or the legendary Duetto made famous by "The 

  

 



Graduate" from 1967 with a young Dustin Hoffman. Today, it's the Alfa 8C Spider's turn to take centre 
stage and project into the future the values of technology and emotion which belong to the Alfa Romeo 
legacy. 

Obviously, the new vehicle inherits all the winning features of the Coupe version. Starting with the two 
"sport seats" setup and the fascinating exterior lines, which characterized by sculpted and finely designed 
bodywork, "dress" the automotive and mechanical excellence of the model. 

In detail, the marked dynamics of the vehicle are highlighted by the horizontal groove "built" into the bonnet 
at wheel level. The oversize wheels and powerful "muscles" of the rear mudguard accentuate the 
personality and force of the model, without diminishing the elegance of those fluid lines. Instead they 
highlight the formal beauty of the singular external features: the "teardrop" fog lights set like a precious 
jewel in the front mudguard, the front Led lights, a synthesis of technology and rationality, and the essential 
door handle.  

Furthermore, in the front we can find the characteristic Alfa Romeo stylings, with a new interpretaion of the 
"whiskers" and shield. Without forgetting, that this innovative range anticipates the elements and 
proportions of the future Alfa Romeo cars, always with complete respect for the historical legacy of the 
brand.  

It's worth underlining that to reach these top levels of areo-dynamic efficiency, solutions which don't limit 
themselves to the design of the form have been adopted on the Alfa 8C Spider. All the surfaces and 
profiles of the uprights and windows, together with the form and positioning of the rear-view mirrors, have 
been optimized using computer models and tests in wind tunnels and real-life environments. As a result, air 
flows round the vehicle following it's natural path, unhampered by corners and irregularities. The end result 
is a negative LC (lift coefficient) which like competition vehicles, contributes to stability at high speeds. 

But the peculiarity of this vehicle, is the hooded top fitted with electro-hydraulic automatic control 
(controllable via a button on the dashboard). The hooded top of the Alfa 8C Spider is composed of two 
overlapping sheets: the external one is made with a multi-thread textile which can withstand the elements, 
whilst the interior has high sound-proofing qualities. Furthermore, the hooded roof-top, available in various 
colours, has been perfected aesthetically, aerodynamically and for acoustic comfort. It has also been 
perfected from a functional point of view, with specially developed film-reels to render more agile, rapid and 
secure any explanations of the functioning. 



In the interior, the Alfa 8C Spider guarantees a sophisticated environment, thanks to the vast use of 
composite materials in the dashboard and internal panels, as well as the use of anatomical seats, 
produced in carbon fibres, that can be adjusted according to the physical characteristics of the driver (up to 
now, a feature only available to racing cars). Furthermore, for maximum possible personalization of the 

interior, the client can chose between different 
environments and aesthetic solutions. All 
distinguishable by the particular attention to detail 
and artisan workmanship: from the contrasting 
stitches, colour tone and exclusive matchings. The 
bucket seats are upholstered in Frau flower leather 
(an exclusive and innovative treatment of the weave, 
in which the leather is bound to a natural fibre, 
creating a look of great visual impact).  

In analogous fashion to the interior, the same care 
has been taken in realizing the exteriors: from the 

alloy wheels to the brake calipers, every detail can be chosen to your particular design, because every Alfa 
8C Spider can only look similar to itself. An unmistakable car made to measure for the owner's personality. 
The unique and un-repeatable Alfa 8C Spider announces the pleasure of a sporty drive with full respect for 
the brand's legacy. Like in the best Alfa Romeo tradition, hidden under this pretty "dress" is the best of 
what's available in the field of mechanics and propulsions. Firstly, the Alfa 8C Spider has a rigid and light 
structure (the compact frame is made in steel for maximum torsion to guarantee a drive which is always 
precise and sure, whilst the body is in carbon fibre). We are dealing with a choice motivated by the need to 
reduce as much as possible the weight but also to optimize the centre of gravity for agility and drive-ability 
in the more demanding journeys.  

Still under the banner of sophisticated technology, the Alfa 8C Spider adopts the new "8 cylinder mated to 

a 5-speed gearbox with 90 "̄ and a capacity of 4691 cm3 which has been designed with one specific aim: 
guarantee extraordinary performances without relinquishing the fluidity of the gearshift or the ease of use in 
any driving context. Like so, a powerful and progressive propulsion is born with a top power of 450 CV at 
7.000 rpm and a maximum torque of 7.500 rpm. This engine has been mated to a self-shifting 6-speed 
gearshift (with computerized selection of the gears via levers behind the steering-wheel), and a 
self-blocking differential unit.  

As in the legendary Formula 1 vehicles from the 50's, the Alfa 8C Spider sports the Transaxle design which 
guarantees the best equilibrium in the partioning of weight. The propulsion is placed in the rear whilst the 
gearshift is placed behind along the differential and hydraulic motor unit. The Transaxle design foresees a 
tight connection between motor and gearshift, which is fitted with a self-blocking differential. The two 
groups are linked by a tubular element, at the interior of which rotates the transmission driving shaft: in this 
manner the load is distributed in an optimal manner between the front and rear suspension. 

So much power can only be entrusted to an excellent braking system: the Alfa 8C Spider is fitted with 
carbo-ceramic Brembo (CCM), 380 mm in diameter on the front-wheels and 360 mm on the back-wheels. 
This solution guarantees a powerful brake action even in the most intense uses. The marked reduction in 
weight, in comparison to a traditional set-up, reduces the masses unsupported by the vehicle and so 
improves the dynamic performance and driving comfort. Furthermore, the mono-block calipers guarantee 
maximum rigidity and minimal deformation, given the high loads generated by the pressure of the pistons 
on the brake-linings.  

Therefore, the Alfa 8C Spider "declares itself Alfa" all the way, confirming control and driving pleasure with 
no compromises. Since always, gear comfort and dynamic performance are qualities specific to Alfa 
Romeo cars: in this case they have become veritable strong points. Thanks to for example, the 
suspensions which foresee a high wishbone suspension with brackets and uprights in forged aluminium, 
that act as a supplementary strut for alignment control. 

 



Contributing also to the brilliant road control are specially developed 20" tyres to insure excellent 
performance, the tyres have a: 245/35 front-suspension and a rear-suspension of 285/35. Fitted on 
perforated rims in fluid moulded aluminium to ensure lightness and maximum brake ventilation efficiency. 
Lastly, the Alfa 8C Spider uses an evolved VDC 
Alfa Romeo traction and stability system, which 
ensures the driver feels at one with his car.  

 

B.A.T.  11  AND  THE  BERTONE  

SAGA 
 

 

  

A couple newsletters back you saw pictures of the 

three BAT cars that were at the MeadowBrook 

Concours. Alfa Owner also mentioned them in a Fall issue. 

Those cars are from successive years in the 1950's. They 

were design exercises in aerodynamics back in an age 

when wind tunnels were not that common. Now more than 

50 years later, Bertone presents the BAT 11. 

 

 

 

This design exercise is based on the new 8C. No interior 

pictures are available. Gary Kaberle, former owner of BAT 

9, helped to instigate the BAT 11. Gary owned his BAT from 

1963 (when he was 17!) until 1990 when he was forced to sell 

the car to help pay for his wifeôs expensive breast cancer 

treatments. In the end, Gary lost his wife and car. He says the 

BAT 11 is important to him because it honors not only the 

1950's BAT cars, but his wifeôs memory.    

 

 

The BAT 11 was to be displayed at the recent Geneva Auto 

Show, but wasnôt actually at the show. Bertone is going 

through a very tough spell right now. The company is in bad 

financial shape and the Bertone family located throughout the 

company in key positions are infighting. 2008 marks the first 

time in 50 years Bertone did not have a stand at the Geneva 

Show. With no money to have an official stand at the show, 

Bertone did the next best thing. The BAT 11 was unveiled at 

a trendy nightclub in Geneva during the press days of 

the official Auto Show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

So while the BAT 11 had its day in the spotlight, will it end up being one of Bertoneôs last designs? Will Bertone fold 

like Touring and so many other small Italian design houses or will somebody buy them up like Ghia had happen 

(more than once)? Whatôs the Bat 11's fate now? Will it be sold to a wealthy enthusiast or will it be listed on the asset 

sheet of a bankrupt company? Only time will tell.  

ÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅFAST FOOD 
 

Å Donôt forget to vote for your AROC national Board of Directors. Ballots were located in the March issue of 

the Owner and are due by April 30
th
. 

Å If you happen to be visiting the kidston.com website to check out the half-track RM (story on the next page), 

youôll notice theyôre selling eight (yes eight!) Tipo 33's, ranging from ó67 to ó76. The 33's used to be part of a 

collection in Germany. Like the half-track RM, Iôll gladly help any way I can to bring one of these cars here. 

Å I have received from the Detroit chapter a list of Alfa related suppliers. If anyone is interested in a copy, email 

me (Will) at winged1@localnet.com and Iôll try to forward it to you.  

Å After a visit to the New York State Museum in Albany recently, I found out that Franklin cars were made in 

Syracuse. These air-cooled automobiles were the third best in US sales for 1906. Their engine division lasted 

longer than the cars, with their engines finding their way into light airplanes and even the Tucker car. 

Å As mentioned in the Designated Driver, my Alfas are for sale for a limited time. The 1985 GTV6 is available 

for $1500 and the 1987 Milano Gold for $1800. Contact Will for details, pictures, witty stories, or sob tales 

about these fun cars. If both should happen to sell, I can then look for a better running example.  

Å Welcome new members Tim Brinkworth and Walter Cotie. 

Å Obviously there is no Driverôs Test this issue. 

                         

 

RECALLS  
 

Unlike last year, the weather cooperated for our Winter meetings this year. First up was a presentation on the 

Meadow Brook Concours by Will Dickenson. We thank Anne Marie and Charlie Turco for graciously hosting the 

event in their home in January. Once the  Turcoôs home electronics was figured out , the show went off without a 

hitch. And of course there was great food to snack on. 

A garage meeting at Frank Porrecaôs house was next on the calendar. During the meeting, it was decided to 

push for the newsletter to be posted online, hopefully at our old website of www.AlfaBuff.org. When we can reliably 

secure that task, weôll no longer be mailing the newsletter to you unless you contact Will Dickenson otherwise. 

Instead, a postcard will be mailed indicating the next three months events and that a new newsletter is available 

online. Along with no longer participating in the national newsletter exchange, these changes are expected to save the 

chapter at least a couple hundred dollars each year.  

After the meeting, it was time to head out to the garage to inspect the Sprint. However, once the tools and 

polish came out half the crowd disappeared. The car is coming along nicely, Frank. No meeting was held for March. 

 

GREEN LIGHTS  
 

Join us Saturday, April 19
th
 for the Tax Refund 

Run. Spend your refund check on lunch as we drive 

from Georgetown Plaza on Sheridan Drive in Amherst at 

10 AM for a yet to be determined restaurant. No, the size 

of your refund does not determine the quality of 

restaurant weôll be attending. And if you owed this year, 

youôll just have to use your economy stimulus check 

instead. Call or email Will to rsvp:716-523-0641 or 

winged1@localnet.com.  

Our annual Mille Miglia Buffalonia drive occurs 

on May 18th this year. RSVP prior to May 11
th
 with Joe 

 



Nuchereno at 716-837-6185 or jtnuch@aol.com. The check-in/drivers meeting is at 1 PM, the start at 1:10, and the 

dinner and awards at 3 PM. Joe organized a great drive last year and Iôm sure heôll have another good one set up for 

this year. 

June 8
th
 is the annual EuroCar Day at the Rose Garden restaurant. An entry form and details are located later 

in this newsletter.  

 

 

FOR SALE:  RARE  1924  ALFA ROMEO  RM  HALF -TRACK  

 

The following information and picture come from www.kidston.com , a vintage car dealer located in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Wonôt one of you buy this vehicle and bring it back to the USA where it has spent most of itôs life? Iôll 

gladly help any way I can. -Will 

 

This extraordinary _time warp_ Alfa Romeo, complete and original in all known respects, is believed to be the 

sole surviving four wheel drive Alfa Romeo half track in the world. It has spent nearly all its life in the New England 

area in the USA and was understood to have been exported there from Italy when new to undertake service as winter 

transport in the mountains, presumably for a wealthy skiing and motoring enthusiast. Due to its remarkable nature the 

car has survived for more than 80 years in unmolested original condition. After careful checking over by well known 

Alfa expert Jim Stokes in England the car started on the handle with excellent oil pressure and the entire drive system 

was found to be operational.  

The car is based on an Alfa Romeo RM chassis with the normal 2-litre, 4-cylinder RM engine but which has 

been modified to dry sump specification - no doubt to deal with the inclines and side slopes of mountainous terrain. 

The track mechanism was built using Citr_en patents under licence as proclaimed by a plaque on the wheeled bogey 

carrying the legend _Propulseur- Kegresse- Hinstin (Licence 48) Andr_ Citr_en_. The front wheel hubs are marked 

with the Citr_en gear motif. The drive system is based on that used in the Citr_en Kegresse but incorporates the 

original RM transmission brake. The four-speed gearbox feeds via a propshaft into another enormous transmission 

case, housing a second gearbox with a dual range. The concept of the track laying system was developed by Adolph 

Kegresse when Technical Manager for Czar Nicholas II as early as 1910. By 1920, assisted by Jacques Hinstin, 

Kegresse was running the Chenilles department for Andr_ Boas and Andr_ Citr_en at the Citr_en Gear Company. In 

1921 three Kegresse Citr_ens climbed the Lautaret and crossed the Mont Genevre Pass clearly showing their ability 

over snow.  

This RM and its track gear both exhibit early chassis and licence numbers. The RM chassis numbers run from 

1923-1924 and are listed as 12001 _ 12265; it is known that the early numbers were restricted to prototypes so 

_12023_ could date this vehicle to very early in 1924 or possibly even late 1923. At the R_tromobile show in 2005, 

two Sahara type Citr_ens were on display, one with a track mechanism licence number of 425 thereby showing how 

early the RM_s track gear is. 

This must have been a very 

expensive car for Alfa Romeo to build; it 

may have been originally conceived as a 

prototype for Mussolini_s army, as the 

possibility of a military order would have 

justified the expense and would also explain 

its original and untouched grey green livery.  

The lovely patina condition of the 

rear seat and grab handles suggests that the 

car saw frequent use at some stage in its life. 

The state of the quaint wooden skis which 

are carried on front wings and designed to fit 

under the front wheels in difficult terrain 

also suggests that the car was active in 

snowy New England winters. However 

regular the use may have been, the nature of 
 


