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January 23 Meadow Brook Presentation See inside for details.  

 
February 16 Garage Meeting Come see the progress on Frank Porrecaôs 
Sprint restoration. 
 
March No meeting planned. May be used for a back-up date. 
 
April   TBA 
 
May    Mille Miglia 
 
June   EuroCar Day 
 
July    TBA: We hope to join with the Fiat-Lancia club for an event. 
 
August   Frank Lloyd Wright theme drive. 
 
September  Vintage Races at Watkins Glen 

 

October Fall Drive 
 
November Regular Meeting 
 
December Christmas Party    
 
Events in bold are chapter events. 
Other events are listed for informational purposes. 
 



THE DESIGNATED DRIVER                 

WILL DICKENSON  

 

Welcome 2008. I hope this new year brings good health and prosperity to all of you. For Alfisti this will be the 

official return of Alfa to North America, although it is with a car most of us canôt afford. 

 

With the passing of another year, many people take the time to make resolutions for the coming twelve months. 

While I donôt usually make resolutions myself, I do intend to make a big change for 2008 and it involves my 

GTV6. This is the year I start that restoration I intended for it when I purchased the car back in 1999. My original 

intention back then was to drive and enjoy the car for five years before pulling it off the road. For the 

mathematically challenged, the end of the five year period would have been 2004. 

 

So why the delay in starting the restoration? I could blame my two employer changes, but the first one didnôt 

happen until 2005, even though the financial instability was a contributing factor later on. I could blame it on an 

expanding family and house purchase, but Heather was deep into her pregnancy at the time of purchase and our 

house payment was not that much more than our old rent payments. 

So what was it then? 

 

It was joy. It was fun. It was admiration. Those are the feelings I get 

from driving my GTV6. Even after buying the Milano to be my Alfa 

toy while the GTV6 was to get restored, I couldnôt resist driving the 

GTV6. So why start the restoration now? Because the car deserves 

better. The rust needs to be checked. . The ignition switch needs 

replacing. The headliner is sagging. Some of the trim is damaged. . 

There are too many things to turn a blind eye to anymore. But the 

feelings this car creates in me has changed my restoration plans too. 

Before, I figured Iôd try to do as much of the restoration myself. But 

because I canôt wait to drive this car again, Iôm now more 

interested in getting the car done more quickly. Iôm now thinking 

about piecing out the big items, body work and a potential engine 

overhaul.  

            Spare Tire Wheelwell 

 

If anyone has any recommendations for facilities, procedures, or 

just plain advice, please feel free to pass it along to me. If anyone 

is interested in providing some extra hands, even if theyôre not 

your own, contact me. The one upside to having the car down for 

awhile is that it should provide lots of fodder for future articles.  

 

P.S. While wandering the streets today I got the chance to see my 

first (Brera) Spider up close (no, I wasnôt in North America). The 

red convertible with itôs black top up looked really good. Sorry, I didnôt have my camera so there are no pictures.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FAST FOOD 
 

Å James Thompson finished the 2007 WTCC championship in third place driving his old 156. 

 

Å Will your next Alfa be built in North America? Sergio Marchionne, FIAT Group CEO has said the FIAT 

Group is looking into that possibility, but what would actually be built at such a plant is nothing but 

speculation at this time. 

 

Å The revolving door of Alfa CEO is swinging again. The latest departure is that of Antonio Baravalle who has 

been in that post since September 2005. The newest name to learn is that of Luca De Meo, most recently in 

the position of Chief Marketing Officer for the FIAT Group.  

 

Å In the automotive media, everywhere you (page) turn these days you can see the new 8C. Articles covering 

this beauty can be found in Road & Track, Automobile, Motor Trend, Auto Italia, and the electronic magazine 

Winding Road. An 8C even graces the cover of The Robb Report. If your tastes in 8Côs runs a little older, say, 

from the 1930's, then try to find Octane magazine with itôs coverage of two 8C 2300's and one P3.  

 

Å Do you like the looks of the TZ2? Do you like the 2.5/3.0 ltr.V6? Do you like to put your car together by 

yourself? If you answered yes to all 

three of these (and who wouldnôt?), 

then youôll be happy to hear about 

the possibility for a new kit car. 

Unfortunately, the kit is being 

developed in one of those countries 

where English is not the primary 

language and the strong Euro is 

used. A few pictures and slightly 

more details can be found online if 

you google ñspirit evocation 

tubolare.ò  

 

Å In non-Alfa news, Thierry Moulonguet, executive VP and CFO for Renault announced at the Tokyo Auto 

Show that Renault would not be returning to the US. 

 

Å If you like bicycles as well as Alfas, then take a look at www.CompagniaDucale.net . This is the company 

jointly responsible for making the Alfa bikes. If you 

have to ask the price, well .......  The 8C 

Competizione is shown here, custom fitted to your 

size.  

 

Å Alfa recently indicated their push for better quality 

cars and service is bearing fruit. Residual values of the 

new 159 compared to the previous 156 are higher in 

Italy, 53.0% vs. 40.8%. The same story repeats itself 

in Germany, 47% vs. 38%.   

 

Å Quebec has become the first Province to require snow 

tires starting in 2008. The tires are mandated for use 

between November 15 and April 15. A task force study stated that 10% of the Quebec cars donôt use winter 

tires, but they account for 38% of the winter accidents. They also said the all-season tires are effective down 

to -15* C (5*F) while winter tires go down to -40*C (-40*F).  

Å There are some changes planned for the North American bound Alfas. Besides a weight loss program, the 

 

 

 
 



MEADOW BROOK, PART II  
 

Last quarter you got to see the Alfa offerings at the 2007 Meadow Brook Concours dôElegance. This time around, 

Iôll show you pictures of some of the other cars at the event. This is not even close to showing you the full extent 

of this show. For those of you wishing to see these pictures along with the Alfa Romeo shots in color, there are two 

ways. First, you can email me (mention AlfaBuff in the subject) and Iôll send you an internet link that has these 

photos. Or you can just attend our next meeting to hear more details about these cars and have a chance to win 

some excellent Meadow Brook related door prizes. See the ñGreen Lightsò section for details. 

 

  

L) 1952 Siata 

300 BC 

Barchetta 

Super Sport 

 

R) 1953 

Lancia Aurelia 

B20 GT   

 

 

 

 

 

 

L) 1970 de 

Tomaso 

Mangusta GT 

 

R) 1963 ATS 

2500 GT. 

Both of these 

cars were in 

the mid-

engine 

display. 

 

  

 

 

L) 1972 Dino 

246 GT. Even 

though Ferrari 

built these 

cars, they 

never said 

Ferrari on 

them.  

R) 1962 

Ferrari 400 

Superamerica 

  

  

   
 


